The Asia Pacific Heart Rhythm Society (APHRS) has grown very rapidly and efficiently after its founding in 2008. The success of our organization and rapid growth was due to the enthusiastic support by pioneer electrophysiologists and efforts by many physicians to cure heart rhythm disorders. With the experience of preceding arrhythmia symposia of inter-cities or international basis in the region, the organization could quickly grow to become APHRS. The mission of APHRS is to promote basic research and improve clinical practice, optimize care of patients with heart rhythm disorders, and to train and encourage young physicians to actively participate and promote the activity of our society.
| PROLOGUE
Prior to the organization of the Asia Pacific Heart Rhythm Society (APHRS), we have experienced a revolutionary era of advancement for heart rhythm research and clinical practice during the last 20 years between the middle 1980's and early 2000 years. The evolutionary events include mechanistic clarification and application of catheter ablation to the treatments of cardiac arrhythmias, advanced understanding of life-threatening arrhythmias and sudden cardiac death, technical developments of diagnostic and therapeutic means including AED, ICD, and re-synchronization therapy, the movement of Sicilian Gambit to propose new mechanism and classification of antiarrhythmic drug actions, advance in basic research and ion channel study together with introduction of molecular biology which shed light on ion channel diseases or inherited arrhythmic disorders.
You can now understand that detailed and fantastic progress has been achieved in the medical practice, research, and patient cares of heart rhythm disorders during these periods.
In view of the fascinating advancement, Pacing and Electrophysiology Societies in the North America and Europe have reformed their organization as Heart Rhythm Society (HRS) and European Heart Rhythm Association (EHRA), respectively. In Asia-Pacific region, several peoples representing top runners of clinical practice and research for heart rhythm fields in their own countries started to discuss a possible organization of new society at several preparation meetings. I was asked to attend the preparation meetings by Professor H. Hayakawa, the President of the Japanese Society of Pacing and Electrophysiology at that time (now reformed to Japanese Heart Rhythm Society; JHRS) and joined the discussions. In the preparation meetings, we realized that there were several critical questions among the discussants. For example, we were not sure how many countries, regions, and electrophysiology (EP) societies or physicians were interested in and ready to join the new society, since the Asia-Pacific region contained many countries/regions with different levels of development and medical circumstances, as well as cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds. Other issues include the basic principle of the society, standing position relative to the local society, and how to hold scientific session with sufficient levels and scales, the financial basis for the promotion of the new society, and so forth.
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ARRHYTHMIA CONFE RENCES ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE APHRS
There were two important international arrhythmia conferences that contributed to the preparation of the new society and push forward our movement in the Asia-Pacific region. One is the Taipei Kim, Chen, and myself) prepared surplus from each symposium as seed money for future meetings. The experiences of the two conferences and enthusiastic discussions at several preparation meetings motivated us to strongly push forward the organization of our own Society.
| TH E START OF APHRS
On the occasion at the 3rd APAFS in Taipei, we had a preparation meeting to discuss how we should initiate the actual organization of our society and got a final agreement to start the Society in 2008. It was also felt that as heart rhythm disorders included not only treatment of atrial fibrillation we should include all aspects of heart rhythm treatment especially device therapies and thus decided to organize a heart rhythm scientific meeting. The following conclusions were achieved; the name of organization should be the Asia Pacific Heart Rhythm Society (APHRS). The Executive Officers and Representative members from Each Country/region were elected (Table 1) . The purposes, mission statements, and objective of the APHRS were settled as follow:
| PURPOSES
The purpose of the Asia Pacific Heart Rhythm Society (APHRS) is to promote excellence and advancement in the study and the care of patients with heart rhythm disorders in the Asia-Pacific region.
| The society's mission statement
The mission of the APHRS is to promote research, education, training, prevention, and optimal care and standards of the heart rhythm disorders so that the care of patients is optimized in the Asia-Pacific region.
| Objective of the APHRS
To provide scientific, medical, and technological exchanges in information among its members and other national and international organizations, through hosting annual APHRS scientific sessions and other related symposia.
To advise, encourage, and assist in promoting and coordinating education, research, and development in the care of the heart rhythm disorders and their prevention.
To guide and support the efforts of those responsible for the education and training of physicians, scientists, allied professionals, and engineers in the care of heart rhythm disorders.
We also decided to hold annual scientific session independent from other international meetings, and the 1st Scientific Session would be held in 2008 at Singapore under the Chairmanship of Professor WS. Teo. To promote and disseminate the activity of the APHRS, several subcommittees were setup and their chairs nominated ( Table 2 ). The seed money provided by the three APAFS meetings was used as the fund of the APHRS, and we declared to make every effort asking as many countries and regions to join the Society. After the preparation meeting, Professor S. Tanaka who was the President of the JHRS at that time promised me the support of eight million Japanese Yen (JPY) every year until 2012 for the APHRS, which enabled us to start and maintain the office in Tokyo. 
T A B L E 2 APHRS Subcommittees and Chairs

Subcommittee
| Rapid progress of APHRS after its start
In November 27-29, 2008, the first Scientific Session of the APHRS was held at the Raffles City Convention Center (RCCC) in Singapore (Figure 1 ). On the opening ceremony, I officially declared the organization of the Asia Pacific Heart Rhythm Society and opening of the 1st Scientific Session (Figure 2 ). I also stressed that the APHRS would help to improve and advance the people's health care for heart rhythm disorders in this region through our activity. Dr. WS.
Teo, chairman of the organizing committee gave a welcome speech.
We had important guests from two societies including Drs. Bruce L.
Wilkoff 
| Future of the APHRS
While the APHRS has experienced unexpectedly rapid growth and expansion of the organization and its activity for 10 years after its start, the Society is still in the developing stage. We need to achieve various aspects of the mission, scale, and activity of the Society. Tremendous efforts must continue to be taken to increase its scale by recruiting more membership registrations as much as possible by young scientists, physicians, nurses, medical engineers, and paramedical staffs. To establish solid budget status and its expansion are prime importance to continue the further growth of our Society for every aspect of activity. There are still gaps of different levels and development of research, medical practice, and patient cares of heart rhythm disorders within our region. The optimization of medical knowledge and practice is one of our main goals. Our effort must be focused on creative innovation of worldwide principle, medical technology of diagnostic, and therapeutic aspects of heart rhythm disorders in near future. 
ACKNOWLEDG EMENT
CONF LICT OF I NTERESTS
The author declares no competing financial interests. 
O R C I D
Masayasu
